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OPINION
The stress zone

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

After the system of slavery was technically abolished by way of the
following failed programs
and legislation: abolitionist
movements, Freedman’ Bureau, the Fourteenth and
Fifteen amendments, several civil rights bills, Reconstruction,
the
Emancipation Proclamation, the forty acres and a
mule fiasco, ownership of
master’s land, voters rights
legislation and a host of
disappointments,
other
many African Americans

believed that the only way
they were going to be accepted as men and women
in this society was to assimilate.
This meant they were
willing to learn European/American values; patterns, celebrated their
holidays and physically
look like them as much as
possible. We believed in
this assimilation process so
much that many of us
started to think like the
white man and even more
profound we took on his resentments and his frustrations.
What is ironic is that at
the core of the white man’s
resentment and frustration
was what to do with the
black man. Nevertheless,
we believed if we talked
like him, walked like him,
dressed like him, fight for
him and take on his standard of etiquette, we would
one day be accepted as his
equal.
However, long before
the twentieth century

would end, it became clear
to many Africans in America that no matter what they
did, no matter how hard
they tried and or succeeded, they would never
be seen by white men as
equal.
But the flip side of this
is that most Africans in
America today do not have
a conscious desire to emulate the white man because
we know now that the
pedestal he placed himself
on was one big fabrication
and that to strive to be
equal to him was grossly
underestimating our own
potential and our natural
strengths.
We have to be careful of
not falling into the white
man’s stress zone. So often
in the history of this country we have taken on the
stress of the white man. He
has a problem and we feel
we got the same problem.
This is unnecessary stress
for the African in America.
The field “Negro,” that Malcolm X so eloquently talked

about, understood this concept and did not allow himself to be disappointed
when his master was disappointed.
Even as critical events
unfold today, we have to be
careful and understand
what is really stressing us
and what is stressing another culture. We have to
be careful that we don’t
take on those frustrations.
For example, we have
been living with double
digit unemployment for
years. We are accustomed
to being the last hired and
the first fired. We have always paid higher prices for
our food; we have received
scammed mortgages as a
norm. We have always gotten the worst interest rates
so nothing has changed for
us, only a small percentage
of us are involved in a 401K
plan and the stock market.
This is not to say that we
should accept those conditions as the norm, but recognize that our battles and
frustrations are diametri-

cally different from the
upper middle class and the
wealthy population.
It is no doubt that there
are a small percentage of
African Americans who are
caught up in this unregulated capitalist fiasco, however the majority of
Africans in America are not
hurt at all by this latest
downslide in the economy.
We never had any real
impact on the housing market. The outsourcing of
jobs has caused an outscoring of the middle class, and
many whites will now experience what we have been
dealing with as the norm.
They now are mad as hell
about it when they become
affected.
The far uninformed
right wing of the Republican Party want to blame
President Obama, but the
only blame has to lie in the
individual greed that an unregulated capitalist society
will almost always experience.
For those diehards that

want to continue to blame
President Obama for all the
economic problems, did
they forget Bernie Madoff
who scammed his own family and friends out of billions and sent rich white
folks looking for jobs at
Wal-Mart?
Did they forget the
gangsters on Wall Street
stealing from each other?
Did they forget Enron,
Tycon, and Worldcom and
a host of other privileged
corporations operating in
an unregulated business
environment whose patriotism toward this country
only extends as far as the
dollar they can make or
steal.
It is without doubt that
stress is in the world and
for the most part it is going
to affect me. I have little
control over that but I do
have control of being
stressed out due to someone else’s problem. I chose
to acknowledge it and understand it, but I don’t have
to let it stress me out.

the meanings and strategies of nonviolence.
A child’s house or
school shouldn’t be a
killing field and these murders will continue if the underlining issues are not
addressed: mental health,
over saturation of violence,
poor parenting, and just not
caring. Some of you will
take cover and wash your
hands of responsibility by
saying things like: “He
would have done the same
thing with a knife,” or “We
are living in the last days
and should expect these actions.”
Really? I mean come on,
really? I don’t think he
could have stabbed 27 people without someone getting away. The automatic
assault rifle, i.e. “machine
gun” was chosen because it
causes more carnage with
less effort!

Stop lying to yourselves! Do you need a
bazooka, tank or nerve gas
in order to feel your second
amendment rights had not
been taken from you? Hello
Christians, the scriptures
do say we are living in the
last days, but that doesn’t
excuse you from caring or
doing whatever you can to
honor the Prince of Peace
by your actions.
Even though the person
who committed this crime
was probably deranged and
mentally ill, doesn’t television and radio bear some
responsibility for feeding
these desperate mentalities?
When you turn on your
television or game console,
it is like inviting someone
in your house. If your child
spends hours and hours
watching these thugs,
killers and malcontents,

who do you think is
babysitting them?
During
the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, Dr.
King was bombed. He then
applied for a gun permit because his wife and young
daughter were almost
killed. It was brought to his
attention that his home
looked like an armed camp
and for a man who
preached nonviolence it
looked hypocritical. After
much thought and pray Dr.
King got rid of many of the
guns he had.
Last week the mother of
accused murderer Adam
Lanza learn the lesson Dr.
King tried to teach so many
years ago — guns alone
will not protect you. Before
he took 26 innocent lives,
he shot his mother with the
same gun she used to protect herself, an assault rifle.

Newtown and the God of violence

BY RIVERS CLEVELAND

First anybody who still
thinks that “guns don’t kill
people, and only people kill
people,” I hope you gave
yourself and everybody
else a break by keeping
quiet, in the wake of the
Newtown school shooting
tragedy.
I didn’t notice anybody
from the National Rifle Association, on television de-

fending their viewpoint.
How could anyone look at
the faces of those kids and
still not at least adjust their
thinking when it comes to
gun control?
Just two weeks ago we
were horrified and shocked
by the death of a 22-yearold mother who had been
gunned down by her angry
NFL player boyfriend and
now look at this. Even people from Pakistan and the
war zones in Afghanistan
were sending condolences
and messages of grief to
the people in this small
New England town. Couldn’t we at least have a ban on
assault rifles?
Other than police and
soldiers, who needs a gun
that shoots more than 10
bullets in a clip? Our own
community
has been
touched in a very dramatic
way by the death of the lit-

tle girl named Paris who
was also gunned down by
someone shooting an automatic weapon into her
home while she slept.
Whether it is a deranged white boy taking 27
lives or whether it is some
genocidal “thug-life” black
man, the results are still the
same—slaughter of innocent young children. Our
culture glorifies, endorses,
worships and reveres violence. We as a culture have
bowed down and sacrificed
our children and our souls,
to the God of violence.
Next month the nation
will honor the memory of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Some will celebrate with
parades and rejoice that
they are off from school or
work. But let me submit to
you that in the wake of this
tragedy that we should take
more time to understand
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mime Ministry debuts in ‘Nutcracker’

St. Pete’s
Hidden
History

BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

By Jon Wilson

Christmas through time
What was the community doing during the Christmas season of 50 years
ago? How about 60 or even 70 years? We
thought it might be fun to look at random newspaper clippings from back in
the day.
Let’s first travel back to 1961.
We see that the Sunshine Flower shop,
910 22nd Street S, was one of several
businesses setting up gift-wrapping bars
for the holidays. Gennie Dawkins was
the proprietor, and Peggy Armstead, a
Sixteenth Street Junior High Student,
staffed the gift-wrapping facility.
According to the Dec. 24, 1961
edition of the St. Petersburg Times, the
Ambassadors Club was finishing preparations for its annual holiday dance, and
high school football players were getting ready for the East-West All-Star
game.
The football game featured the best
senior players from Gibbs, Clearwater’s
Pinellas High, Tampa’s Middleton and
Blake, and other players from Florida’s
all-black west coast high schools, such
as Sarasota Booker, Ft. Myers Dunbar,
Brooksville Moton, Palmetto Lincoln
and Plant City Marshall.
On Christmas Day, 1953, St. Petersburg’s Willie Dandy, vocalist, and Rufus
Jones, a drummer, performed at the
Manhattan Casino’s evening dance. The
pair appeared with the Florida A&M
Collegians, a popular holiday combo in
cities around Florida. On Christmas
Eve, 700 city employees and their family
members attended a party at the Royal
Theater; Robert Mims, father of seven
children, received a 26-pound turkey for
having the largest family present. And
popular columnist Cal Adams wrote that
while America was trying to establish
worldwide democracy, there was unrest
at home.
“This country cannot teach the peoples of the world to believe in a system
of government which we, by our actions, constantly prove not ideal,”
Adams wrote.
As the Christmas season of 1948 approached, the Gibbs choir under conductor William Neal was preparing its
annual carol concert, to be held at
Bethel AME, 10th Street North and
Third Avenue. The program included
five settings of the Christmas Gospel.
Among students participating were
Maggie Church as Mary, George Baker

Circa 1950s Christmas tree
as Joseph, Altamese Simmons and Connie Lester as angels, Reuben Simms,
Edward Forde and James Whitefield as
shepherds, and Godfrey Murry, Earl
Seay and David Lee as wise men.
George Grogan played Herod.
The 1940 Christmas season brought
a silver tea event, sponsored by the Jordan Park Women’s Community club, led
by Mrs. Rubye Harper as president.
Two guests of honor provided a highlight: The club recognized Kate Lois
Scott, Miss Gibbs High; and Mamie
Courtney, Miss Davis Academy.
That 1940 season also brought a
Christmas lighting contest for the community’s best-decorated homes and
businesses. Among those participating
were Mr. and Mrs. Allen Gammage, 711
19 St. S; Gingham Girl dining room,
2141 Ninth Ave. S; Prof. and Mrs. G.W.
Perkins, 1516 Fifth Ave. S; Gibbs High
School, whose students decorated a tree
in Campbell Park; Mr. and Mrs. Loomis
Williams, 302 Tenth St. N; and the
Evening in Paris restaurant on Third Avenue S.
And Prof. Perkins delivered the
keynote speech as the Gibbs High
School band, under the direction of Al
Downing, bade farewell to three Army
draftees bound for Fort Barranca at
Pensacola. The young men were Arthur
Lee Gibbons, a cook; Paul Givens, who
had worked at the Williams Funeral
Home; and Maxie Hines, an employee
of the Concord Hotel.
This is another of a series of articles
associated with the ongoing African
American Heritage Project. Next week’s
article will look back on historic New
Year’s celebrations.

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Community Mime
Ministry had their biggest
on stage performance to
date in the “Chocolate Nutcracker” last Sat., Dec. 15 at
the Mahaffey Theater in
downtown St. Petersburg.
With a dream to create
opportunities for the youth,
the late Deborah Harden
formed a way for them to
bring the words of praise
music to life.
Harden’s idea came
from observing the choir at
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church.
She thought to take children from the ages of six to
fifteen from different ministries throughout the community and help them to
worship God in a nontraditional way.
Now her daughter,

Yolanda Harden, with the
help of Etta Ticker and
Tameka Williams, have
since taken over to ensure
that her mother’s dream
stays alive.
When auditions for the
“Chocolate Nutcracker”
were held, the Community
Mime Ministry was the
only group to come forward.
“That’s how we knew it
was meant to be,” said
Tucker.
The ministry had a
chance to share the limelight with such heavy hitters as Hollywood director
and producer Warrington
Hudlin. This was the first
time in the 15 years that not
only a mime group was
chosen, but a worship
group as well.
Harden explained that
the vision of the group was
to merge the performing
arts as well as the worship-

ing arts, and they did just
that.
Williams works as the
public relations representative for the group and
hopes that this event will
help open up the doors for
other mime and worship
arts ensembles.
“We always want to
climb and migrate to a
greater platform with as
much positivity and support as we can,” said
Williams. “Miming is a different and special way to
express what we feel, what
we believe, and what we
want to share with the community.”
Harden, Tucker and
Williams all agree it’s not
just the miming that sets
these kids apart from other
groups, but the courage
they have to step out onto a
new platform, and pave the
way for other youth groups
in the community.

The Community Mime Ministry onstage before debut
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A young girl’s battle with a debilitating and deadly disease
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – It’s
the holiday season and
while most children are
playing outside with their
neighborhood pals, or running around the house with
their brothers and sisters,
one local girl sits alone unable to enjoy the little things
that make life worthwhile.
“I have to take every
precaution that I can in
order to keep her safe,” Eco
Wade confided as she spoke
of her daughter.
Six-year-old
Nevaeh
Wade is sick. Most months
she’s in the hospital with
only her mother to comfort
her. When she is able to return home, she is too weak
to play with her sisters. Too
weak to attend school. Too
weak to lead a regular life.
“She tries to be active
because she wants to be like
a normal child, but she’s not
like a normal child,” Wade
explained.
Most days Nevaeh has
to reach for a walker because of the pain, and her
mobility is off balance due
to the side effects of her
condition. She has a disease called mixed connective tissue disease and it has
taken over her body leaving
it frail and susceptible to
sickness.
“She has joint pain, she
can barely move,” Wade explained. “She’s only six. It’s
a lot to deal with.”
Mixed connective tissue
disease (MCTD) is an overlap of three diseases: Lupus,

scleroderma and
polymyositis.
“The doctors
thought it was just
a bad case of severe
eczema,”
Wade said. “I kept
telling them ‘no,
she has to have
something else.’”
So when Nevaeh
kept ending up in
the hospital, her
mom started digging for answers.
Not content with
the doctor’s diagnosis, Wade scoured
the internet in
search of an explanation. She brought up
Lupus; the doctor’s
shot her down. But Wade
was persistent and started
taking Nevaeh to different
specialists. They danced
around the prognosis for
months before finally, and
just recently, diagnosing her
with MCTD.
“They started testing
her. Her blood count, her
antibodies, and they finally
discovered it,” Wade said.
In MCTD the symptoms
generally don’t manifest all
at once, but instead tend to
occur separately over a
number of months or years,
making diagnosis complicated. It can result in muscle aches and joint swelling.
In some cases the joints can
become deformed, causing
extreme pain.
It is unknown what
causes an autoimmune disorder, but it systematically
attacks the body wearing it
down, and in the case of

Six-year-old Nevaeh is battling
mixed connective tissue disease.
MCTD it attacks the very
framework and support her
body needs in order to function. Medication is prescribed to deter the disease’s
progression, but in Nevaeh’s
case it isn’t always enough.
With roughly eight medications prescribed on a daily
basis, Nevaeh’s mom has
had to train her to swallow
pills because the liquid medicine tastes so bad. But the
continues
to
disease
progress and is beginning to
affect Nevaeh’s blood cells.
“It’s really rare,”
Wade said. “It’s not common in African Americans. It’s not common in
children her age.”
And because of this, she
is unable to socialize with
other children. In fact, she
hasn’t been able to attend
school all year. Wade details
a typical day as strenuous for
Nevaeh. Generally lethargic

and at times unable to walk
without assistance, Wade
fears for her safety if around
more active kids or exposed
to those that are sick.
“Every time I sent her to
school she [got] sick,”
Wade said explaining that
Nevaeh’s immune system
isn’t strong enough to fight
off even the common cold.
“It’s not good because it can
eventually kill her if I’m not
careful.”
And although Nevaeh is
known for her strong will
and high spirits, her condition’s unpredictability leaves
a household struggling to
manage the chaos. At times
she resembles a burn victim
with all the sores, boils, and
lesions on her skin, and
there have been a few times
when Wade thought she
would lose her daughter.
With two other children,
one three and the other 10,

Wade works hard to
keep it together.
But with little information about the
disease and no support groups to turn
to, she finds herself
fighting the battle
alone with not
enough time or resources to keep her
head afloat.
“It gets overwhelming. I try not
to let her see me
break down,” Wade
admitted, “especially
with her in and out
of the hospital.”
Applying for any
program she can find,
Wade is determined to
find a cure for MCTD so that
others don’t have to go
through what Nevaeh and her
family deals with daily. She’s
been turned down for disability three times, but is hopeful
with the new diagnosis that
things will start looking up.
“It’s hard to deal with,”

Wade urged. “I’m not able to
work at times, bills have gotten behind.”
But through it all, Wade
hopeful
and
remains
pledges to stay strong for
her daughter. Determined
to focus on the positive and
cherish every possible moment, Wade takes pleasure
in the small things. Like
her daughter’s singing and
the few moments here and
there when Nevaeh’s condition subsides and allows
them to play dress up or attend a movie.
“She’s up and down,”
said Wade, “but she’s a
strong willed girl and she’s
my angel.”
Eventually Wade hopes to
send Nevaeh to St. Jude’s
Hospital for treatment. In the
meantime she has set up a
foundation in Nevaeh’s name.
For more information on
Nevaeh’s condition as well as
how to make a donation:
www.giveforward.com/thesearchforneveahscure.

Eco reads Nevaeh’s favorite Bible story.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
11th Annual Holiday Bike Giveaway

Calendar
Of events

BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Over 100 local foster children and families had an
early Christmas last Fri.,
Dec. 14 when Amir Academy for the Martial Arts
sponsored their 11th Annual Bike Giveaway.
Held at the academy’s
facility located at 2700
22nd St. N., St. Petersburg,
this year was the first time
the children and families of
Eckerd Community Alternatives were invited to be
recipients of such generous gifts.
Eckerd Community Alternatives is the lead
agency for communitybased child welfare and
foster care services in
Pinellas, Pasco and Hillsborough counties serving
nearly 7,000 children and
their families each day. It is
a program of Eckerd, a national nonprofit organization headquartered in
Clearwater, that has given
much-needed
second
chances to over 150,000
children and families since
1968.
“Our continuum of

Courtesy of

L to R—Zaniya Petterson, Christine Dunsmore, Isaiah Petterson,
and Devin Dunsmore were excited to receive bikes.
services is wide; we work
with the families to reunify
them, but if they cannot be
reunified safely, then they
move to adoption,” stated
Judith Warren, executive
director of Eckerd Community Alternatives.
Keith Phillipson, director of educational services
for Eckerd Youth Alternatives, was able to use a connection he had with St.
Petersburg College to get

their organization connected with Amir Academy. Seeing that their
needs were so great, he
wanted the children to be
able to take advantage of
the bike giveaway.
“We have so many children that are deserving of
this opportunity,” said
Phillipson.
In attendance was the
Dunsmore family, who had
four excited children that

Deacon

couldn’t wait to get home
to ride their new bikes.
With two foster children,
one adapted child and one
biological child, the Dunsmores were happy to
have some of the financial
pressures of buying for
four children alleviated.
“This event is really
helping foster children
have an awesome Christmas, in light of their circumstances,” said Warren.

&

Mildred Jackson
Celebrated their

60th
Wedding
Anniversary

James Edward Elliott, Jr. was born in
Portsmouth, Va., and came to St. Petersburg
from Jamaica, N.Y. During World War II he
served in the Army. He was a member of
the First Baptist Institutional Church,
where he was on the Trustee Board,
the Adult Choir
and the Courtesy Guild.
Elliott was a member of
the 369th Regiment of
Veterans Association,
Florida District, and a 33rd degree Mason.

Daddy “Wimpy,”
New York is hanging in there.
Rest in peace.

November 24, 2012
With a host
of family & friends

Love,
Pudgie and all of your family and friends.
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market featuring fruits, vegetables and a
wide variety of other foods; hand-made art
and crafts; bath, body and wellness
products; live music and more. Over 50
vendors and exhibitors participate each
Tuesday. Located between 28th Ave. S. &
Shore Blvd. S.

In Memoriam

Johnnie Lee

FREE WITH COLOR SERVICE: Hot lavender or peppermint oil
OR Avocado or Coconut Milk Deep Conditioner

Thru May – Come enjoy the Legendary
Landscapes: Florida’s Original Highwaymen
Exhibit at the St. Petersburg Museum of
History, 335 2nd Ave. N.E. In the early 1950s
through the 1980s, a group of 26 AfricanAmerican artists created thousands of
Florida landscapes. These 26 men where
inducted into inducted into the Florida Artist
Hall of Fame. Don’t miss!

RONALD L. NELSON P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Bankruptcy
• Divorce and Family Law
• Wills and Probate
1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33750

727-345-9292
www.RonNelsonLaw.com

T h E w E E k Ly C h A L L E N g E R . C o M

CLASSIFIED
Piano Tuning & RePaiR 727-218-6914 Phil Adams
www.pianotuningrepair.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.

Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!
Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.
Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative
Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Silver spoon tea party

Annual Christmas Toys for Tots

BY KENDALL QUEEN

BY KENDALL QUEEN

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The red carpet rolled out
for 12 young ladies for a
weekend of pampering and
high society. The first ever
Silver Spoon Christmas Tea
Party hosted by Terri
Lipsey Scott and twelve
other
extraordinary
women provided a “silver
spoon experience” for
those who weren’t born
with one in their mouths.
This all-inclusive weekend included a pajama
party at the downtown
Marriott, an etiquette session, hair styling and manicures. These 12 angels
received toiletries, dresses,
shoes and purses that were
worn to the tea party the
next day.
The following day the
silver spoon gang, ranging
in ages from seven to ten,
was transported by limousine to attend a proper tea
in the Legacy Gardens of
the Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum.
The weekend was not
sponsored by an organization with a large bankroll,
nor was it sponsored by
some restricted social club;
in fact, the weekend was
made possible by 13
women who just wanted to
make a difference in the
lives of the 12 young girls.
“I thought it would be
an ideal opportunity for a
group of women in the
community to come together and rally behind little girls who are socially

ST. PETERSBURG –
Radio
personality
Princess Denise Wright
hosted her annual Toys
for Tots event last Sat.,
Dec. 15 at the Glad Tidings Assembly of God
church located at 4200
17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
Bringing
together
Matters of the Heart
Radio, Connecting Point
Ministry, and Glad Tidings Assembly of God,
Wright reminded all that
“Jesus is the reason for
the season.”
With help from sponsors, Wright presented
gifts to 14 different families that included toys, tricycles and board games
for the younger children
while giving gift cards
from Wal-Mart for those
kids ages 14-16.
Many of the families
were chosen from e-mails
sent in from social workers, needy families from
local churches, and the
Pinellas County Urban
League also gave their
recommendations.
One social worker contacted Wright for assistance in helping a family
whose mother suffered
from breast cancer and
had undergone a complete mastectomy. Being
the gracious person that
she is, Wright agreed and
all three children received
gifts.
Another family highlighted had a child who
suffers from sickle cell
and had just had a stroke.
They were able to received help as well.
“When God gives us a
vision he gives us a provision. He touches the heart
of certain people and allows them to release what
they need to into the ministry, so we can do the
work that we need to do,”
said Wright.

w w w

.T

The girls pose in their tea party dresses
in front of the Christmas tree.
and economically deprived
and give them a silver
spoon experience,” said
Scott.
These young girls were
plucked from local recreation centers and Campbell
Park Elementary School
where Scott spoke with a
counselor to ask if there
were any girls that might
benefit most from the experience.
h E

w
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Topics of Christmas
presents and winter break
were surely discussed
around the table as they
lunched with Mayor Bill
Foster.
Since the weekend was
such an unmitigated success, there is talk in the
works of turning this into
an annual event, as well as
mentoring girls throughout
the year.

h A L L E N G E R

.

C O M

St. Pete’s New Coworking Space & Eco-Mall

www.skywaymall.us
4301 34th St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 (Closed Tue)
Former Sears store becomes hub for Startups & Small Biz

Learn More at our FREE Weekly Open House Events
Every Thursday from 5:30 to 8 PM

COMPLIMENTARY APPETIZERS AND BEVERAGES

Princess Denise Wright
brightens the room with her smile.

Gospel Troop performs

kids joining in with the praise
God has certainly
touched her heart and allowed her to offer so
many different amazing
opportunities to the community. Sponsors included Mother Bessie
Hayes, Kewa Wright,

Mary
Ann
MaleskiRogers among others.
Wright can be heard
on the 3rd and 4th Saturdays of every month between 1-1:30 p.m. on
Praise 1590 AM WRXB &
96.5 FM.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

Check out our Introductory Specials
Office Space: $29/mo.
Flea Market (10’x10’ Space): $99/mo.
Etsy Homemade Vendor space: $49/mo.
Sunday Organic Farmers Market spaces: $10/day
Try us out 1 week for Free, then Join!
See how we are Reinventing the Workplace

For a Free Tour stop by or call
Off: 727-851-9575
Cell: 404-831-2275

Job openings: IT, Retail, Healthcare, Welding/Manufacturing, Sales & more!
For Job Openings, please stop by our new Skycloud Co-Working Space!
Stop by and drop off your resume and check out our upcoming job openings
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MLK Day of Service award winners
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Award applications poured
into the tiny MLK Day of
Service office at St. Petersburg College’s (SPC) Allstate Center Campus well
after the 5 p.m. deadline on
Dec. 4.
A team of independent
readers from throughout
the community painstakingly reviewed the 90 applications submitted.
The team of readers
made agonizing decisions
about which Day of Service
awards would be approved,
which applicant would get
some but not all of the
money they applied for, and
in the end, which applications would not make the
cut. When it was all said
and done, $100,000 had
been awarded to 55 independent local initiatives.
Dr. Linda Hogans, Director of Special Projects
stated that the team of readers used a predetermined
rubric (set of criteria) for
making their decisions.
In the days that followed, staffers hustled to
alphabetize and categorize
all the approved applications. Awards recipients
were notified on Dec. 13,
and an awards conference
was held Dec.14 to distribute the funds. The pace of
the extremely tight schedule heightened excitement.
“[They] embraced the
mission and engaged the

w

w

w

.

community. That has made
the difference and [their
enthusiasm] is reflected in
the response from the community and participating
said
organizations,”
Hogans about her staff.
The staff is comprised
of project manager and corporate outreach coordinator Crista Shaw and
community outreach coordinators
Laurie
Suitt
fraternities,
(churches,
sororities and clubs) and
Terri Murph (schools and
agencies).
As award recipients
filed into the Desoto conference room at the SPC Allstate Center, located at
3200 34th St. S., one award
recipient asked project
manager Crista Shaw, “Are
you glad that it’s over?”
She smiled and replied,
“I don’t even think that way,
we’re just amping up,” reflecting the dedication and
motivation evident in this
entire endeavor.
SPC President Dr.
William Law greeted the
awards recipients and said,
“I am here to say ‘thank
you’ to all of you, without
your participation this pilot
program would not have
been such an enormous
success.”
Law explained that SPC
became involved with the
MLK Day of Service when
State Representative Darryl Rouson asked if the college would be interested in
helping him manage the financials.

T

h

e

w

L-R, Mayor Bill Foster, Dr. William Law
and Wengay Newton

Joyce Robinson and Eleanor Brooks,
Pinellas Opportunity Council Youth
and Development Program

Jennifer Giuffre discusses Bay Point’s outdoor
classroom with Dr. Linda Hogans

Evadne Tilbury and Maria Scruggs,
Happy Workers Children’s Center

Stunned that the project
was pulled together in such
a short time, Law credited
Rouson saying: “We’re here
because Darryl Rouson
thought we could take
things in a positive direc-

e

e

k

l

y

tion.”
Sadly, Rouson could not
be present for the awards
conference due to the passing of his mother earlier
that week. However, he
phoned in and shared a few

C

h

a

l

l

thoughts with the conference participants.
‘“If you want to be great,
be a servant,’” he said quoting Dr. King.
He also credited Congressman John Lewis for

e

n

g

e

r

challenging all Americans
to transform MLK Day into
a day of service.
“If you are in this room,
you have accepted that
challenge,” finished Rouson.

.

C

o

m

If you have a community-based project to celebrate
Martin Luther King Jr., register your project before Jan. 21
so others can volunteer to serve with you!
Organize your club, friends, neighborhood, business co-workers,
school, sorority or fraternity or place of worship and inspire
others to make a difference.
Check out our website for places you can volunteer.
Visit www.spcollege.edu/MLKService or call 727-341-4121

Learn more
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Kidz Club hosts Christmas extravaganza
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Kidz Club – St. Petersburg held an unforgettable
Christmas extravaganza last
Sat., Dec. 15 at their facilities
located at 850 3rd Ave. S.
The children’s eyes
sparked with joy and excitement when Santa invited
them to sit on his lap and tell
him what they wanted
under the tree Christmas
morning. Face painters
were on hand to decorate
the kids and a chance to create their very own ornaments was offered.
The Kidz Club serves as
a full day program for children who are medically

fragile and their families. It
caters mainly to infants and
children, but can still offer
its facilities to teens all the
way up to age 18.
The Christmas party
was a great way for the children and parents to take
their minds off their troubles and focus on what
makes the holidays so special – family.
Marketing
specialist
Christopher Calloway is
working hard to inform the
community about the wonderful opportunities The
Kidz Club has to offer. He
encourages parents to call
and find out what options
they have available to them.
For more information call
727-821-KIDZ.

Above,
Michael Whitaker-Russell
takes his turn
on Santa’s lap.

Left, the employees
of The Kidz Club,
from left to right,
Chris Calloway,
Nancy Freeman,
Rose Lampert and
Charleen Reedy
hangs out with Santa.

De’Jael Grant gets her face painted.

Gifts rolled
with honor
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

The holiday will bring
gifts and cheers. When students gift wrap honor roll
certificates, it makes a parent smile a little wider and
sing a little louder.
These middle school
students are singing their
own holiday song to the
tune of “All I want for
Christmas.” But their song
goes something like this: “All
I want for Christmas is the
honor roll and my parents
will be proud.”
Students were asked the
question, “Why do you make
the honor roll?” Here is what
the “A” team from Lake Vista
Recreation had to say.

Kristopher Butler, 6th grade
“I make the honor roll
because I want to have
a good reputation.”

Larry Jones, Jr., 8th grade
“I make the honor roll
because it makes my mom proud
and me feel good.”

Brianna Walker, 8th grade
“The reason why I made the Principal’s
List is because I wanted to make my
family happy and it was my dream goal.”

Tyrek Carter, 6th grade
Dallas Davis, 7th grade
“I made the honor roll to make my
“The reason I made the honor roll was to have
family proud and to show my teacher
a good reputation, make my family happy and
that I’m smart and to make me happy.”
good grades will get me in college.”

Alex Williams, 6th grade
“I make the honor roll because
that is my mom’s heart desire
and it makes her happy.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local pastor helps a community
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Christmas came early for
hundreds of local residents in
need of a little love. The holiday season was officially
kicked off last Saturday
when members of Brister
Temple Church of God in
Unity (COGIU), located at
2901 18th Ave. S., reached
out to the St. Petersburg community and lent a helping
hand to those in need.
Pastor Eddie Robinson
has always wanted to help
others and sees himself as
blessed with the opportunity
to touch the lives of his
parishioners, as well as the
lives of others.
“Because of pride a lot of
people don’t know how to ask
for help,” Robinson said. “We
all need somebody at some
time.”
So with the promise of
free gifts and free food for
anyone willing to get out of
bed early, Robinson and his
congregation brought neighbors together and spread a little holiday cheer.
In its second year, the
Christmas Gift and Food
Giveaway was a monumental
success as hundreds of residents showed up to partake
of essential items such as diapers, baby wipes, toiletry
items and hair products.
“We cater to everybody,”
Robinson declared as was evident in the wide array of
ages represented. From babies and toddlers, to
teenagers and adults, there
was something for everyone.
Sarah Lee, Robinson’s
wife of 22 years, as well as
other members of the church
have worked long hours to
prepare for the great giveaway. Months have been
spent wrapping gifts.
“All year long we collect
our items: toys, gifts, and food
items such as canned goods
that we bag up and give out to
the community,” Robinson
said.
And although the giveaway was a huge success,
Robinson has bigger plans
for his congregation. He envisions a community working
in unison and for the common good, and is already emulating God’s word out on the
streets and laying the
groundwork to reeducate
local neighborhoods on the
meaning of community.
Pastor for the last eight
years at Brister Temple, he
has never wanted his church
to be just a place to go and
hear the word of God. Although his quaint congregation made up of roughly 25
members is immersed in the
teachings of the gospel during Sunday services, Robinson believes God intends his
duties to reach outside the
church walls and into the
hearts and homes of the community.
“I don’t want to be just an-

other church on the block,”
Robinson explained. “I want
to be a church that makes a
difference. I want to make an
impact in somebody’s life in a
positive way.”
And he is already hard at
work living his dream. Instead of solely preaching sermons telling others of God’s
love, he shows the love of the
Lord. At least once a month,
he and a group of volunteers
hit the streets to perform
good deeds around the community.
“We try to show more
sermons than we preach,”
Robinson confessed. “If you
show people you care, they’re
apt to stand up and listen to
you and take it to heart.”
Along with a staff of volunteers, Robinson goes into
the homes of those deemed
in need of assistance and
helps out however he can.
Whether it’s cleaning house,
tending to minor repairs, or
the painting of interior or exterior walls, Brister Temple is
spreading the gospel one
good deed at a time.
“We’ve been active in the
community in a low key way,”
Robinson explained as he
quickly foretold of his hopes
in progressing to the next
level. “We want to do this on
a year round basis, at least
two per month.”
Robinson hears of those
in need mostly by word of
mouth, but has been known
to canvas the neighborhood
and look for dilapidated
homes needing repair. He relies on friends and family to
get the word out about the
churches
extracurricular
services. Any repairs or repainting is always free to the
homeowner and he hopes his
generosity will spread like
wildfire and get community
members to volunteer their
time and resources to help
each other to beautify south
St. Pete.
“This is why we are beginning to reach out to the village to lend a helping hand,”
Robinson declared, “because
my arm can only go so far.”
In addition, Brister
Temple Frontline Ministries, an outreach ministry and an extension of
the church, located at 2900
1st Ave. S., provides food
for the community through
their supper pantry. By
partnering with Somebody
Cares Tampa Bay, Robinson, director of their food
program, has assisted
churches in the community
for over seven years distributing to some 50 plus
churches from Brooksville
to Wauchula.
With out-of-pocket expenses mounting up, especially with the high price of
fuel, Robinson is reaching out
for assistance as he and his
ministry attempt to expand
their services.
“There are no donations
from the community,” he
stated. “This is something we

First Lady Sarah Lee and Pastor Eddie Robinson

Henry Watkins

Viola Bates and Doris Reed

Craig Hancock volunteering from
Faith Covenant Church

L-R, Marquan Williams, Aaron Hancock
and Rhoyalti Taylor

Gail Abrams

Patty Riggins

Kiwaner Robinson and Emmie Williams

do on our own.”
So Robinson believes
members of the AfricanAmerican community need
to make a difference in their
own neighborhoods by getting involved and volunteering. He believes that by
spending time together in a
positive way, people can get
to know one another again
while making a difference in
their surroundings and the
lives of others.
“People ain’t got time to
congregate anymore,” Robinson preached. “You go to
church, you go home and

you don’t see each other until
it’s time to come back.”
Pastor Robinson hopes
his good will encourages others and inspires them to
make a difference.
“I would love for this
thing to snowball. Where St.
Petersburg is caring for St.
Petersburg.”
Brister Temple COGIU
holds Sunday School at
10 a.m. and Sunday ser vices at 11:30 a.m. Midweek ser vice is held
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
They can be reached at
btemple6@tampabay.rr.com

Tre’von Brown and Telisha Hankerson

9

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2012

CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

WEdnESday

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Men’s Unity Ministry - Invite all men to come out every
3rd Thursday of the month for
a unity fellowship at 7 p.m. in
the Mt. Zion Youth Fellowship
Hall to understand what a
“Man of God should look like.”
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College

and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services or contact Ms. Doris
Newton at (727)822-0443, ext.
301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Prep 101, held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in
the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
CARE weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st & 3rd Tuesday at
7 p.m. Join us at the CARE
building. For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at (727) 289-6957.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –
Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Praise The Lord Everyone! Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church welcome’s you
to an exciting night of spiritual
awareness to help close out
2012 and welcome in 2013.

fast will be served. In Jesus
name, many blessings for you
and yours.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
God Bless You – The Ship!

You and everyone you
know are invited to take part
in our annual event to commemorate an important Biblical lesson about keeping
watch.
Our annual Watch Night
Worship and Praise Service
will be Monday, Dec. 31, 2012
at 9:45 p.m. The guest speaker
will be Dr. Joseph Gordon,
Pastor Emeritus of Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church. In addition to Dr. Gordon’s preaching, Friendship’s own Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., will bring the
second message.
Come one, come all, you
don’t want to miss this! Break-

St. Mark MBC
CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS WITH THE COMMUNITY
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, will celebrate
Christmas with the Community on Sat., Dec. 22, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church.
Christmas with the Community is one of several evangelistic outreach programs to
the Childs Park Community
where our church is located.
It is our annual adopt a child
drive to ensure that as many
children as possible in our
outreach area are “adopted”
by our members so that they
have presents of toys, clothing and other essentials on
Christmas morning.
Saturday will be a time of
food, fun and fellowship as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ and His desire that we

shed his love abroad. At the
conclusion of the program, all
gifts will be distributed to our
preselected families. Please
come out and join in the festivities with us.
Upcoming Events for December
Dec. 22 - Christmas with
the Community for Adopted
Families at St. Mark will convene from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
(Church Office Closed)
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day ~
Jesus is the Reason for the
Season (Church Office
Closed Dec. 25 and 26.
Dec. 31 - Watch Night
services at St. Mark beginning at 10 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministr y Meetings are held
ever y Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
(closed during holiday season).
Young Adult Ministr y
ever y Monday from 6:30
p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held ever y
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study ever y Wednesday evening at 7.

Promote
Your ChurCh!
Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Are you ready to eat?
The holidays are here
and most of us our already
planning our menus, thinking
about the décor for the tables,
planning family vacations,
and awaiting the moments of
hearing the words, “Let’s
Eat.”
Imagine we are on the
road to a beloved house and
the car begins to come to a
slow speed, you try to accelerate the gas, but nothing
happens, before long you are
stranded on the side of the
road. What has happened?
You begin to go down the list
and think within yourself, I
had the oil checked, the tires
rotated and then you remember, that with all the rush and
excitement you have neglected to fill the car up with
gas.
Imagine our bodies as a
car and the food is the fuel
that it needs. What do you
think would happen if we didn’t eat? Our bodies would not
get the proper nutrition required. For that reason, it is
important that we eat right in
order to get the nutrients that
our foods provide to give us
energy, which helps us to
grow and helps to ensure that
our organs perform properly.
When we neglect to eat correctly we become weary, irritable, and often times we
become ill when our bodies
are not given the proper nourishments.
In the book of Joshua,
Moses the servant of the

Lord has died and Joshua has
taken his place in leading the
nation of Israel. The long
awaited day is finally nearing
for Israel to cross over Jordan
and inherit the land God had
promised to them. However,
in order for Joshua to accomplish this task God sends
these words to him, “Do not
let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then
you will be prosperous and
successful” (Joshua 1:8).
What does it mean to
meditate on Scripture? It
means to take what we read
and think about it, rolling it
around in our minds; to ponder what God’s message is to
us, to have a deep love and affection for God’s words. This
devotion is manifested by a
constant attention to His
words. We need times of
quiet in order to reflect on
what God is saying and we
should also learn to meditate
during the daily activities of
life understanding that in
order to sustain, it is important for us to eat. If we neglect
to spend time in the word of
God, we then find ourselves
under nourished.
How often are we to eat?
God instructs Joshua that he
should eat day and night. It is
not enough to eat once a
week or once a month and expect our spirits to grow. If we
eat like this, we become mal-

nourished and when the
enemy comes in like a flood
we will not have the energy to
fight, neither will we have the
stamina to lift up a standard
against him. God was instructing Joshua not to get
consumed with the things of
this world, but to meditate on
what was right. In a letter to
Timothy, Paul wrote, “Meditate upon these things; give
thyself wholly to them; that
thy profiting may appear to
all” (1 Timothy 4:15).
Here is a promise to us! If
we meditate on the words of
scripture and apply them to
our life, we grow in our walk
with Christ, and everyone
around us is able to see the
growth. Furthermore, we become like trees firmly rooted
by the rivers of water, and
bearing fruit for God.
Therefore, as God encourages Joshua and the
Apostle Paul encourages
Timothy, I encourage us that
God’s word is not a daily routine; it is a lifestyle and as we
move throughout the holidays spending time with family and friends enjoying the
great foods prepared.
Let us remember to eat
the best meal prepared,
which is God’s word, so that
we don’t find ourselves defeated on the side of the road
of life going down the list
wondering what happened.
Peace and Blessings!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Have a ‘Very Mary
Christmas’
Finally, we’ve put up our
Christmas
decorations,
wrapped gifts and have completed our shopping list.
We’re checking it twice, but
not because we’re concerned
with whose been naughty or
nice as none of us has been
good enough within ourselves to deserve anything,
even God’s grace and mercy!
Yet, He loves us so much; He
gives us brand new mercies
every morning. (Lamentations 3:22-23)
As we plant a new church
in south St. Pete, we pray that
you and yours have a ‘Very
Mary Christmas.’ In order for
this to happen you must be
willing to be rejected, alienated and scandalized for glorifying God.
Mary, a pious Hebrew Israelite Jewish girl, lived a
fairly
comfortable,
respectable life. Being Joseph’s
espoused wife, her life was on
track. But God was about to
do something very extraordinary. God’s plan would disrupte
Mary’s
personal
lifestyle choices.
He sent Gabriel His chief
angel with His proposal. God
handpicked Mary to use her
womb as the matrix for His
son, our redeemer to enter
into the world. Can you imagine how shocked she must
have been to receive God’s
unmerited favor for such a divine purpose?
In order to do so she was
going to be pregnant while
unmarried, something totally
taboo in her culture. In fact,
women were stoned to death
if found to be fornicators. She
would have to face the challenge of possibly having her

reputation scandalized by
having a baby without the
benefit of already being married; and of course, the possibility of her fiancé rejecting
her completely.
Yet, Mary’s attitude and
response was “I am my
Lord’s servant.” Therefore,
Mary answered, “May it be
unto me as you have said.”
This tells us that Mary knew
the law as did Rahab who was
also a strong and courageous
woman of faith. (Joshua 1:5-9)
Mary needed to know
from God, how she could give
birth to a child since she was
a virgin. Her deep humility
was what made her useful to
God. Gabriel explained to her
that God’s Holy Spirit will
come upon her and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow her and impregnate
her with the WORD of God in
flesh. He shall be called the
Son of God. This had never
been and never shall be
again!
Mary’s wisdom immediately caused her to set off on
a long journey to see God’s
wonder working power in action that had blessed her
older auntie, Elizabeth, to become pregnant for comfort
and counsel.(Luke 1:23-45)
Therefore, if you are
going to have a ‘Very Mary
Christmas,’ you too must accept the reality that whatever
God has called you to do for
His good pleasure, purpose
and plan is never easy. Just as
Mary did not fully understand the implications of what
she was about to do. She
placed her total trust in God
and knew that if God chose
her for such an assignment,

St. Petersburg South
Foursquare Gospel Church
A Movement with a message on a Mission

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

she could trust the outcome
to Him.
She would even have to
trust the explanation to the
man she loved dearly, her future husband Joseph, who
was not going to understand.
In fact, when he found out
that Mary was pregnant, understandably according to the
Hebrew Jewish customs he
immediately considered divorce proceedings.
However, when God saw
Joseph’s response, He sent
him an angel to explain the
situation through a dream.
I’m sure the time between
her telling Joseph and his
dream, it must have been difficult for her to explain what
was going on in her life and
how to handle it by herself.
She didn’t know God was
going to solve the problem.
This is another example of
her faith and courage. I imagine most women might have
responded to the angel like
this, “I won’t do it unless you
tell my husband first and he
gives me his approval.”
Have you been given an
assignment from God that
seems impossible on the
front end? Is God calling you
to trust Him for the outcome?
Take a lesson from Mary and
release the outcome to God.
When Mary’s baby boy
was born, wise men looked to
the heavens to find Him and
to worship Him. Today wise
people still seek Jesus and
worship Him. Never forget to
remember that Jesus is the
reason for the Christmas season. And now you go have
yourself a ‘Very Mary Christmas’ from this year forward!
AMEN.

Edgar & Sarah Edwards, Overseers

Please join us in worship and the
study of God’s Word, the Bible
Sundays 10:45 a.m.
919 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
www.thecrossingpoint.net

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today and forever.” Hebrews 8:13
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